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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ITALIAN PEOPLE: FROM THE BARBARIAN

INVASIONS TO THE ATTAINMENT OF UNITY. By Janet Penrose
Trevelyan. London and New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons.
1920. Deroy 8vo. Pp, xiv, 580. 25s. net.

MRS. TREVELYAN'S handsome volume, furnished with 24 interest
ing illustrations, 6 excellent maps, a very full' bibliography of
well over 300 separate entries, ,and an adequate index, makes
the best concise history of the Italian nation which we have had
of late years. Its author is modest about her intentions and achieve
ment-as far back as 1902, when she was giving a series of lantern
lectures on Italian history to London school-children, at the Passmore
Edwards Settlement, the pressing need of some such work' as this
was borne in upon her: this is the highly satisfactory result. Mrs.
Trevelyan speaks of it as a summary and an introduction, and
disclaims any attempt at original research, or study at first hand
in Italian archives, or new discoveries in Italian history. But
she knows Italy and the Italians well, and has read all the best
Italian, French, German, and British authorities; she has had the
help and criticism of folk learned in her subject, and she may well
congratulate herself on having accomplished what she set out to do
-namely, to encourage attention to a branch of history which has
been neglected both in English and American education. "The"
history of Italy," she observes rightly, "should take its place in
all our higher schools, no less than that of France, Greece, and
ancient Rome, for in. the brilliance of its incidents, the richness
and variety of the human types that it presents, it is surely unsur
passed in all the European scene." In her thirty chapters Mrs.
Trevelyan gives us a clear and illuminating view of the fortunes of
the Italian people, from the Barbarian invasions of the fourth and
fifth centuries to the completion of Italian unity in 1870. An
astonishing variety of subjects is dealt with in her story: the Kingdom
of Theodoric; the Lombards, the Popes, and the Franks; the Normans
in Southern Italy; the Rise of the Cities; Rome and the Papacy during
the Fourteenth Century; the Pontificate of Julius II.; the Sack of
Rome; the Glory and Decline of Venice; the Seventeenth-Century
Popes; the Evolution of Savoy; the Napoleonic Era; finally, the
Making of Italy in Recent Times. Plan and execution alike are
admirable, and if the work is perhaps somewhat beyond the powers
of even high-school children, it is certainly one which should appeal
to that much-pampered person, the general reader.

To Churchmen, the main interest of Mrs. Trevelyan's book will
lie in its author's account of the relations between the Church and
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the political history of Italy. The recent disturbances in Europe
have once more brought that subject to the front, more perhaps in
the way of reflection than in the sphere of practical politics. It is
now fifty years since Italy entered Rome, and the third Italy of
history embarked on a voyage which was, to say the least, of doubtful
success and of highly possible peril. During those fifty years she
grew greatly in strength, only to encounter, in 1914, the most serious
danger that had threatened her since the days of Victor Emmanuel
and Cavour. It was not until November, 1918, that she and her
sympathizers were able to see that danger averted. Had the
German and Austrian armies emerged triumphant from the war which
ended in their complete defeat and the overthrow of the Central
European Empires, there is no doubt that the temporal power
of the Papacy would have been once more set up, probably in a more
autocratic form than before, and Italy would again have been
parcelled out, and the work of the risorgimento undone. Fortunately,
the war ended as we know, and Italy, though sore shaken and greatly
troubled in social and economic relationships, is still a nation, more
solidified and united than ever. No one knows this better than the
politicians of the Vatican, 'who, after all their intriguing and wire
pulling with German and Austrian diplomats, have seen the complete
disappearance of Austria from the weighty influences of Europe,
and the ex-Kaiser reduced to a nonentity. To the Vatican the
pregnant message of the war must surely have been that medievalism
is at last crushed for ever, that no Pope will ever again have the
chance of misusing temporal power, and that the Catholics of Italy
must henceforth be allowed, without ecclesiastical let or hindrance,
to take their rightful places as parts and parcels of Italy, a nation.

Mrs. Trevelyan is one of those writers who make manifest an
almost meticulous desire to be fair, unbiased, and scrupulously just,
and though her sympathies are wholly with the Italian spirit which
fought its way to freedom in the period 1860-70, she lets down the
opposing forces of obscurantism and reaction very easily-far more
easily, indeed, than they merit. Yet whoever reads her book care
fully, supplying from other sources certain matters at which its
author only hints, cannot fail to perceive that the arch-enemy of
Italy in her long struggle for freedom-political, intellectual, social,
economic-is, and always has been, Clericalism. Century after
century the story is always the same, always repeating itself. What
ever there may have been of religion, there was always far more of
politics, and politics of the worst sort-intrigue, conspiracy, wire
pulling. It is difficult to get at the minds and intentions of the
medieval Popes and their aiders and abettors, but not difficult to
perceive that they regarded the faithful as so many sheep to be well
shorn, and that they were never slow to invoke the aid of foreign

 at East Carolina University on June 5, 2016tjx.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://tjx.sagepub.com/


REVIEWS 851

mercenaries if the flock at any time manifested a disinclination to
part with its last shred of wool. Always, from its beginnings, that
slice of Italy which came to be known as the Papal States was behind
the times in civilization-not even Naples, in its worst days, was sa
far back in the line of advancement as those regions whereof the
Popes were kings. And all through the time of that species of rule
-a, monarchy which, considering the spiritual claim so unblushingly
claimed for it, should have been an example to all other Govern
ments-it is always a question of money. Christianity-of a sort
may have been taught, nominally, but what the folk really knew
of the Papacy, and always had evident before their eyes, wag
oppressive collection of dues-so-called. "The Papal methods of
taxation," remarks Mrs. Trevelyan, " contributed most powerfully
to the degradation of the people, by driving the peasants from their
homes to swell the ranks of the banditti; hearth-taxes, often levied three
times in the year; salt-taxes always on the increase; taxes on all
forms of produce entering Rome ground down the peasants of the
Patrimony to the level of wild beasts." This ·is an excellent gloss
on the command to Simon Peter to feed his Master's sheep.

Extraordinary as it seems to students of history, there are to-day
many and influential supporters of the theory-which they earnestly
desire to see reduced to practioe-of the temporal power of the
Papacy; people who, in order to set the Pope on the throne from
which he was cast down in 1870, would cheerfully see Italy once more
split up into small, disunited divisions. Have such people ever
made a careful study of the social and economic conditions of the
Papal States during the Pontificate of Pius IX.? Although we were
then in the middle of the nineteenth century; although progress of
all sorts was spreading allover the world, the territory over which
Pius held sway was, without question, the black patch of Europe.
Mr. Gladstone, making a visit of inquiry in the kingdom of. Naples
in 1850, and revealing the story of the iniquities which he found
there (over four thousand political offenders were rotting in the
Neapolitan prisons) in his indignant Letters to Lord Aberdeen, might
well have extended his inquest to the Papal States, for matters were
far worse there under Pius than they ever were in Naples under the
infamous Bomba. While Pius, determined to have nothing more
to do with Liberalism and constitutional government, occupied
himself in the study of the Immaculate Conception, the people of
his territory were more outrageously oppressed, more heavily taxed,
than at any period since the days of the Borgias, But the matter
has been well and truly summed up by Cesare: "The Pontifical
Government exercised a double tyranny, both political and religious;
it availed itself of every device, and supported its favourites by
underhand means and female influence; it ruled without justice, and
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meddled in every relation of public and private life . . .: fromthe
day of. its resurrection [1850] until the day of its death [1870] it
lived in fear and trepidation." But during those twenty years,
Antonelli, the man behind Pius, flourished-Antonelli, who, as Mrs.
Trevelyan aptly reminds us, "had all the instincts of a brigand
combined with the talents of a W,all Street manipulator, and used
his position to devise so colossal a system of graft that he died with
a fortune variously estimated at 25 to 60 million lire. He had
himself and his family ennobled, and placed one of his brothers at
the Annona, or corn distribution of Rome, and another at the head
of the Banco Romana, so that between them the two could control
the rise and fall of prices and make vast sums from the distresses
of the poor." Little wonder that in those last days of Papal power
the popular, sarcastic cry in the streets of the Eternal City was Holy
Father and Dear Bread I

But Pius IX. was. not occupied with thoughts of the people's
bread, dear or cheap. After his youthful flirtations with Liberalism,
and his experiences of fugitive life at Gaeta, he betook himself first
to a study of the Immaculate Conception, then to a promulgation of
the Syllabus, and finally to the forcing of the dogma of Infallibility
down the throats of the assembled hierarchy. If there is one defect
in Mrs. Trevelyan's book-a defect which she might well remedy
in a subsequent edition-it is that she has said comparatively
little of the doings and effects of the Vatican Council of 1870, and of
the final extinction of the temporal power. It is only now, after
fifty years, that the Christian world is beginning to learn the true
purport and meaning of the decree which Pius IX. skilfully engineered
to his desired end; now--especially after the doings of the Papacy in
relation to the recent war-we 'know that Mr. Gladstone's conclusion
was a far-sighted one: "For the first time in my life, I shall now be
obliged to 'talk about Papacy; for it would be a scandal to call the
religion they are manufacturing at Rome by the same name as that
of Pascal, or of Bossuet, or of Ganganelli. The truth is that Ultra
montanism is an anti-social power." Tbis is precisely why Mrs.
Trevelyan should have devoted more attention to the Vatican
Council, and to the loss of the temporal power, for whenthe temporal
power went, the Infallibility deoree was set up, and Infallibility
means Ultramontanism, and Ultramontanism meansClericalism, and
Clericalism is the arch-enemy which Italy, a nation, .has most to fear.
And none of us who have reason to love and admire her wish to see
Italy fearing anything, least of all anything within herself. Italy,
with a great yesterday, has a still greater to-morrow; it is as a
recent essayist has well said: " The Italian race, prolific, industrious,
and skilled, both in agriculture and industry, has a greater future
before 'it in Europe and in America than some people realize." To
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ensure that future the one thing needful is that nothing should break
or disturb the unity which has now existed and grown stronger
during fifty eventful years.

J. S. FLETCHER.

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST: AN EXAMINATION OF THE ApOSTOLIO

BELIEF AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE CHRISTIAN FAITH.

By the Rev. John Mackintosh Shaw, M.A. (Edin.), Professor
of Apologetics and Systematic Theology in the Presbyterian
College,Halifax, Nova Scotia. Edinburgh: T. and T. Clark.
1920. Pp. viii, 215. 9sl

•

This work is the publication in book form, with certain additions
and amplifications, of Professor Shaw's long, elaborate article
on "the Resurrection of Christ" in the second volume of Dr.
Hastings' Dictionary of the Apostolic Church. The publishers are to -be
congratulated on their enterprise in acceding to requests, which
reached them from many quarters, for its re-issue in this form.
Within the limits which the author has assigned to himself, there
could hardly be any more careful, scholarly, lucid, and reverent
treatment of this great subject. The material is admirably arranged,
and the evidence marshalled with accuracy and fairness. The writer
himself is a whole-hearted supporter of the orthodox belief, and the
apologetic tone is possibly too much in evidence throughout the
book; but other views and hypotheses are patiently examined, and
there is a full survey, with excellent. bibliographies at the end of each
chapter, of all the literature upon the subject. Indeed, the book
is more than a, work upon the Resurrection: it is to some, extent a
survey of New Testament theology, with special reference to the
Person and Work of our Lord.

We have only noticed two slight errors in the text: a comma
is misplaced in the first line of p. 141, and some italics are missing
on p. 182, 1. 23.

And yet, having said so much, we hope, partly for the very
reason that Professor Shaw has done his work so well, that his
volume will be the last of its kind for some long time to come. There
is no doubt plenty ~f room for it, largely owing to.the appearance
in late 'years of several unsatisfactory or at least one-sided works
upon the Resurrection, but a student of this book will, we think,
rise from its perusal with the feeling that,thougb it may have
taught him a considerable amount, it has not greatly strengthened
his belief in Christ. The point of view taken-throughout is summed
up in a quotation from Bishop Westcott, which closes the book:
"There is no single historic mcident better or more variously
supported. than the Besurrection-ot Christ." This is doubtless
true, and yet nothing is becoming clearer than that belief in the
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